say, except for those very few industries which were state-controlled
even under the British rule, all our industries are open to private
enterprise.
By giving you this account of our efforts to raise the standard of
living of our people, I wish to convey to you our great need and
therefore our earnest desire for peace. I know that some friends
have commented upon the heavy expenditure that we have incurred
on defence. Their views, I am sure, would have been quite different
had they known that when the Indo-Pakistan subcontinent was par-
titioned, we were allotted a certain share of the joint military equip-
ment and stores, but that the greater bulk of this share has been re-
fused to us. We had, therefore, to equip our army by fresh purchases
from other sources. We have no aggressive designs and certainly no
territorial ambitions. We do not aim to be among the athletes of the
world. We only wish to keep healthy and fit.
As a friend and as a member of the Commonwealth I know that
Canada is interested in Indo-Pakistan relations. These have not been
free from anxiety. . . . Recently the two governments have entered
into an agreement, regarding the treatment of the minorities in their
respective territories, which has been welcomed by millions of people
in both India and Pakistan. This agreement, I am glad to say, is
working satisfactorily and has improved the general atmosphere
appreciably. There are some major matters, however, still in dispute
between our two countries. Foremost amongst them is the problem
of Kashmir. There is luckily an international agreement between
Pakistan and India that the question of Kashmir's accession to India
or Pakistan shall be decided by a free and impartial plebiscite of the
people of Kashmir themselves. By this we stand; but we have never
wished to conceal our anxiety over the long delay that has taken
place in holding such a plebiscite. At the time of the British with-
drawal, there were six hundred odd princely states in the subconti-
nent. Had the same principle been applied to Kashmir as has been
applied to the other princely states, Kashmir would have joined
Pakistan and there would have been no problem today. For geo-
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